




• nearby. He has been visiting and
semi-watching over the cabin for a

~few years. Very nice people and an
interesting encounter.

After breakfast and packing, we
headed out for the cars. Downhill
was much easier than uphill (less
food, fewer firelogs helped too). The
trip out was uneventful until we got
to the stream. Dave and Tiffany got
across just fine. I was within a step
of crossing successfully when I went
in up to mid-thigh. I scrambled out
(in a manly way of course) and we all
gave Cheryl our combined and
conflicting advice on how to cross.
Fortunately Cheryl only went in to
her knees.

David and Tiffany on the Ice

Make a note.' We SHOULD have
taken a rope for added security.
Hindsight. It came out OK, but
could have been deadly. But, with no
one injured, we squished squished the
last mile to the cars. We quickly
changed clothes and headed for a
great lunch.

Summing it all up, the weekend was
one of the best times I've had in
years I

If you haven't tried a backpacking
trip, in winter or summer, try it! It
isn't hard. and you'll be proud of
yourself for doing it. It might lead to
better things in the future. It has for
me.

Well, time to scoot. See you all
soonll

".

Savoy State Forest
Weekend
By Terry Cripps

I hope that all who attended the

annual Savoy State Forest weekend
had as good a time as we did ..We all
carried pounds and pounds of
supplies and goodies to the cabins.
Many of us carried an equal amount
out (all the food relocated to certain
areas of our bodies). Never have I
seen so much food and goodies
disappear so fast!

A quote overheard in Cabin Two,
"This is the first outhouse I've used
with a wind-chill factor! ". A quote
overheard at the Charlemont Inn
while discussing the availability of
rooms, "Do they rent by the hour?".
Shivering ladies where wandering
around to other cabins saying, "Do
you have any heat here?". With a

'ltttle coaching, Jay did a super job of
fire control. An additional quote
from Cabin One was, "What was all
that moaning about?". MMMM.M?

Cabin Two was the center for activity
and socializing. Also, that's where all
the extra food stuffs where left.
MMMM Good I Cabin Two was
well mannered and quiet. Cabin
Three on the other hand, WHEW!
Men coming and going in the dark of
night.. .and what about those loud
party noises until after midnight?

Hiking was great as usual. The
South Pond loop was hiked on
Saturday in the morning and again on
Saturday night. Sunday saw some
people leaving in the morning and
others planning to hike Spruce Hill.
Sandy and I would like to thank all
who attended and hope you enjoyed
it as much as we did !

Super Trooper & Chuck Wagon

P.V.H.C. Up
Coming Events

******

February 11 - Trail Committee
Meeting.

Everyone is invited to come out and
assist in the planning and
coordination of our hikes. Your
ideas and input are ~sential to the
club's success.

******

February 21 to 22 - Mt.
Washington Backpacking Trip.

******

March 1 - Suffield Cross Country
Ski Outing

******

March 4 - Monthly Club Meeting

******

May 31 - Trail Maintenance &

Picnic at Beartown State Forest

******

June 14 to 15 - Battenkill River
Canoe & Car Camping Trip

If you are coordinating a special

event and would like to place some
detailed information m the
newsletter, please contact Joe
Zawrotny at the address on the front
page.

Did You Know?

Did you know that eggs will last

four to five days without
refrigeration? They must be small or
medium eggs though. A large egg
will not hold without refrigeration
because the shell is to thin. So, there
is no reason to settle for oatmeal
alone on your next backpacking
excursion.



backpacking,
ect.

In this section you will be able to

find items being sold at Ray's store.
As we all know, Ray has extremely
competitive prices and simply one of
the largest selections of equipment
you will find anywhere I

Here are some special offers being
made to the club:

Great Daypacks

$85 to $90 Values

MEI Nightstand I - $45.95

MEI Nightstand II - $50.95

These are in LIMITED quantities due
to a special purchase. These prices
are only available until the current
inventory is sold. So .... Act quick!

Daypack Package Deal

Get your self this "starter" package
and all you need to add is your water

and lunch for your next dayhike.

MEI Daypack (1275 cu. in.)

50' Paracord

Wind & Waterproof Matches

Water Tablets

320z Wide-mouth Nalgine Water
Bottle

Waterproof Flashlight with batteries

Emergency Whistle

Dayhiker First Aid Kit

Compass

This $11000 value is only $8500 +
tax. You save over 25 dollars I

For any information on these
daypacks or any of your hiking and
backpacking needs see Ray at
backpacktnq ect., Memorial

Avenue, West Springfield, MA
'.01089. (413) 781 - 0388.

Classifieds
In This area of our newsletter we will
publish any backpacking or hiking
equipment that Club Members wish
to sell or any other information
pertaining to backpacking or hiking.
Again you will need to forward this
information to my home address.
Please include a brief description,
price, phone number or other
pertinent information.

Backpacking in Europe

John Simmonette is planning a trip in
July of 1998 to Europe. This is not a
club trip , but John is looking for
interested club members to join him.

'. Paris, Venice, and Germany are a few
'Ofthe places that he plans on taking a
train to during a two week excursion.
Planning your own side trips is
involved. If you are interested
contact John @ 413 - 739 - 9128.

Mountain Smith Bugaboo Daypack

A good winter daypack or ultra-light
summer pack. 2200 cu. in. $100.
Contact Jay at (413) 786 - 6912.
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