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The Waterfalls Hike 
And More     

~ Mike Reed 
 

 arrived at the ADK campground 
around 4:00;  Adirondack Anny and 
Donna Fleury were there to greet me.  

Five tents were already up, so we weren’t 
the only three that arrived early.  Whilst I was 
deciding whether to pitch my EMS Escape 2 
home-away-from-home in the light rain that 
was falling, new member Cyndi Hibert 
arrived on the scene and we decided that 
there was no time like the present to get this 
essential step done and behind us.  Besides, 
I already had my eye on the best remaining 
tent spot that was still free for the taking.  
Meanwhile, Ann and Donna were unpacking 
the club’s new tent house (aka Camp 
Central) when Kay Byington returned to join 
in the confusion.  Soon thereafter, all five of 
us were on it like yellow jackets on a jar of 
honey, and after futzing with it for awhile, 
uprightness was achieved, mostly by trial 
and error. 

After a bit of chit-chat, we headed to 
Lake Placid for some chow and ended up at 
Mr. Mike’s Pizza Restaurant—where else?  

After fine meals had by all, Cyndi, Kay & I 
acquainted ourselves with downtown Lake 
Placid, passed by the Olympic rink and hung 
out awhile at Ironman central, thought about 
buying Ironman shirts or caps but didn’t, then 
headed back.  The evening was cool but 
pleasant.  The rain had passed and 
thankfully didn’t return for the rest of the 
weekend.  Adiraindacks sans rain.  A first for 
me.  Nice! 
{Waterfalls – continued on page 2} 

 
Soapstone Hill 
Quabbin MDC Gate #35 

 
Lead by Mike Reed 
14 July 2007 
Trail notes and photos by Steve Fratoni 
 

t was a dark and stormy night.  
Well actual no, it wasn’t.  It was 
a warm and sunny day; a bit 

humid in keeping with the season.  
Mike Reed collected 10 hearty souls 
into two vehicles (either he is a good 
environmentalist or he just likes the 
party car concept).  We met at 
Hawley’s in Belchertown and drove 
north on Rt. 202 affording some 
spectacular views of the Quabbin and 
a fore taste of our hiking experience.   

The car pool arrangement also 
provides the means of exchanging 
information and insect repellant 
samples between occupants, if you 
know what I mean.  The most popular 
choice of the day came about later on 
the trail when bob church shared his 
mosquito switch concept (patent 
applied for no doubt).  He cut a thin 
flexible branch of maple about 24 
inches long, took off the bottom few 
leaves and left those at the middle and 
tip.  Held in one free hand, a right left 
slap of each shoulder cleared the back 
of insects both small and large. 
{Soapstone – continued on page 3} I
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Deerfield River Tubing with Norm Plante – July 29, 2007 (photo by John Klebes) 

View of Ausable Lake from Indian Head (Adirondacks, NY) - photo by Cindy Hibert 




